
 

Important Update: 

Certificate Degree Nursing Competencies 

 

Nursing is a physically, emotionally, and intellectually demanding profession.  Students engaged in 

clinical experiences while enrolled in the program perform in the role of a practical nurse.  The chart 

below, based on expectations published by the Council on Collegiate Education for Nursing, describes 

activities associated with clinical experiences. 

Category Examples of Clinical Competencies and Responsibilities* 

Analytical and 

Critical Thinking 

Read and understand written documents in English (e.g. protocols), focus 

attention on task in distracting/chaotic environment, identify cause-effect 

relationships, use long and short-term memory, prioritize tasks.  

Professional 

Relationships 

Deal with the unexpected (e.g. patient crisis), handle strong emotions of others 

while controlling personal responses. 

Communication Communicate in English with patients, families, and agency staff members (both 

orally and written). 

Mobility Move within confined spaces, reach above shoulders (e.g. I.V. poles) and reach 

below waist (e.g. plug in electrical appliances), walk six to eight hours, stand at 

bedside up to 60 minutes to assist with procedures. 

Motor Skills Perform CPR, operate a fire extinguisher, key/type (e.g. use a computer), 

manipulate a syringe, manipulate an eye dropper. 

Hearing Hear faint body sounds (e.g. blood pressure, heart, lung, and abdominal sounds), 

hear monitor alarms, hear in situations when not able to see lips (e.g. when masks 

are used). 

Visual See objects near (e.g. computer screen), see objects far (e.g. patient at end of the 

hall), distinguish color intensity (e.g. flushed or pale skin), read digital displays, 

read graphic printouts, read small medication labels.  

Tactile Sense Use sense of touch to gather assessment data (e.g. palpate pulses, detect warmth 

vs. coolness). 

 

 *Examples are intended as clarification, not as an exhaustive list  


